
NATE WIN Great Plains Regional Conference
Wednesday, September 27, 2017

Embassy Suites by Hilton
Minneapolis Airport

7901 34th Ave S
Bloomington, MN 55425

To register, please complete the accompanying form and submit via email to nate@natehome.com.

Time Event

7:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - 9:10 a.m. Welcome Remarks and NATE Wireless Industry Network (WIN) Update

9:10 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. Welcome and Introduction of Keynote Speaker Rep. Marion O’Neill

9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Keynote: Preparing Minnesota for a 5G Future

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Break (assorted beverages provided)

10:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Enhancing the Super Bowl LII Fan Experience Through Stadium DAS

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. National Wireless Safety Alliance (NWSA) - Certification for the 
Communications Tower Workforce 

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Networking Lunch

1:00 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. Anchor Corrosion: Out of Sight......On Top of My Mind

1:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Examining the  Industry’s Legal and Risk Management Issues

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. Break (assorted beverages provided)

3:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. Fall Protection & Rescue: A Case Study

3:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Women of NATE (WON): Cultivating Women Leadership Roles in the Wireless Industry

4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Grand Prize Drawing and Closing Remarks

SUBJECT TO CHANGE

EVENT SCHEDULE

Grand Prize Drawing
Tower Systems, Inc. has donated 4 tickets to the Minnesota Vikings vs. Baltimore Ravens NFL football game on October 22, 2017. 
The drawing will be conducted following the final educational session. Attendees must be present to win.



NATE WIN Great Plains Regional Conference
Wednesday, September 27, 2017

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

National Wireless Safety Alliance 
(NWSA) - Certification for the 

Communications Tower Workforce

This panel session will educate attendees on the NWSA’s 
nationwide certification programs available to the commu-
nication’s tower industry workforce. The presentation will 
also highlight the prominent role that a Board of Governors 
representing all layers of the wireless ecosystem are playing 
in the governance of the organization and provide infor-
mation on the steps required for workers to obtain NWSA 
certification.

Benjamin Afton, Telecom Division ESH&S Manager
Black & Veatch

Eric Bicknese, President
Vertical Limit Construction, LLC

Chris Mallon, President
TowerMRL, Inc.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Keynote: Preparing Minnesota 
for a 5G Future

Minnesota State Representative and Assistant House 
Majority Leader Marion O’Neill will deliver an opening 
keynote address highlighting the proactive steps Minneso-
ta is taking to prepare the state’s citizens and economy to 
benefit from a 5G future. Representative O’Neill will also dis-
cuss her experience as the House sponsor of the Small Cell 
Deployment law that was passed during the most recent 
Minnesota legislative session. The landmark law streamlines 
the process for wireless infrastructure deployment and 
investment in the state and positions Minnesota to be a 
leader in the 5G economy. 

Marion O’Neill,  Minnesota State Representative

U.S. Bank Stadium - Enhancing the Super Bowl 
LII Fan Experience Through Stadium DAS

This session will provide attendees with an insider’s per-
spective on the wireless technology installed in U.S. Bank 
Stadium, the state-of-the-art home of the NFL’s Minnesota 
Vikings and the host of this season’s Super Bowl 52 (LII). 
This session will highlight the venue’s robust wireless 
network capabilities and discuss how advanced technolo-
gy installed in the stadium will enhance fan experience on 
Super Bowl Sunday. 

James Farstad, Chief Technology Advisor
Minnesota Sports Facilities Authority



Fall Protection & Rescue: A Case Study

Time and technology are leading us to understand that 
there are better, safer methods for fall protection and rescue. 
This presentation will explore ways to teach your crew how 
to think about rescue, not just how to run through a drill. 
Proper fall protection and rescue training is paramount to 
keeping the men and women who build America’s infra-
structure safe. 

Rob Siegel, Executive Director
ENSA North America

 Women of NATE (WON): Cultivating Women 
Leadership Roles in the Wireless Industry

This session will shine a spotlight on the prominent lead-
ership roles women are playing at companies and orga-
nizations throughout the wireless ecosystem. The session 
will also highlight how the Association’s Women of NATE 
Initiative is providing speaking opportunities and mentoring 
programs in order to continue to help women cultivate their 
leadership skills and grow professionally.

Shama Ray, Owner and Chief Executive Officer
Above All Tower Climbing, LLC

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS (CONTINUED)

Anchor Corrosion: Out of Sight...
On Top of My Mind

This session will examine how towers are coming of age and 
what can be done to protect both climbers and owners from 
the risk associated with failures due to anchor corrosion. 
Craig Snyder, one of the country’s foremost Subject Matter 
Experts on the topic of anchor corrosion, will highlight the 
industry best practices and resources available to prevent 
guy anchor failure due to underground corrosion. The 
presentation will place a special emphasis will be placed 
on protecting not only the structure but the climbers who 
access these towers. 

Craig Snyder, President
Sioux Falls Tower & Communications

Examining the  Industry’s Legal and Risk 
Management Issues

This session will examine industry-wide legal and risk 
management issues currently confronting companies in the 
wireless infrastructure industry. Some of the topics to be 
explored during the session include:

•  Payment Terms
•  Environmental
• Indemnity
•  Diversity Inclusion
•  Insurance

• Employee Testing and 
Verification

•  Damages
•  Data/Privacy Protection

  The presentation will seek to create a dialogue among at-
tendees and raise awareness for companies and stakehold-
ers on how to best mitigate risk and make the best contrac-
tual relationships possible. 

 

Dan Etzel, Account Executive
Cobb Strecker Dunphy and Zimmerman Inc. (CSDZ)


